
Preschool Toddlers through 2’s Sunday School Lesson 
 

Israel Demanded a King 

1 Samuel 8–10 

Memory Verse:  “Then I will raise up a faithful priest…” 1 Samuel 2:35 

Bible Story:   
Samuel was getting old. He had been a judge in Israel for many years. Samuel made important 

decisions and led God’s people.   Some of the men in Israel went to talk with Samuel.  “We want a king!” 

they said.   Samuel didn’t know what to say, so he prayed to God. God said, “Samuel, give the people a 

king. Don’t feel bad. They aren’t saying they don’t want you as their leader; they are saying they don’t 

want Me.”  

God told Samuel to warn the people about what having a king would be like. A king could take away 

their fields and servants. The Israelites didn’t care. “Give us a king!” they said. 

Around this time, a rich man named Kish was looking for some of his donkeys. They had wandered off,   

Kish told his son Saul, “Go look for the donkeys. Take a servant with you.” 

Saul and his servant looked everywhere! They could not find the missing donkeys.   The servant said, 

“Wait! Let’s go talk to the man of God. Maybe he knows where we could find the donkeys.” Saul and his 

servant found the man of God—it was Samuel! 

“Don’t worry about the donkeys,” Samuel said. “They have been found.” Samuel told Saul that God 

had chosen Saul to be the king of Israel. Saul was surprised.   Samuel used oil to anoint Saul. “You will 

be king!” Samuel said.   Samuel gathered the Israelites and introduced Saul, their new king. The Israelites 

got what they wanted. “Long live the king!” they said. 

 

Christ Connection: The Israelites wanted a king. They did not trust God. God gave the Israelites a king, 

but He had a plan to send His Son, Jesus, to be king over the whole world. Jesus would be the perfect 

King. Jesus would bring peace and save people from sin. 

 

Game:  Find the donkey.  Hide the paper donkey somewhere around the room.  
Let the kids try to find him.       
 
Craft:  Make a crown.  (We will have the white crowns already cut out.  The kids 

can add stickers to their crowns.) 

 


