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Introduction 

 

 

 

  

Climb aboard the virtual homeschool bus as we travel to Philadelphia, 

Pennsylvania.  Our destination… Independence Hall.   

Just like a real fieldtrip, you will need to set aside one school day 

to complete this virtual fieldtrip.   

Purchase a folder with three brads for the notebooking pages. 

Complete the activities in any order, but we suggest beginning with a 

formal learning time as you go over the Background Information and 

then gathering around the computer for the Off We Go, Virtual 

Tour.  Next, visit the Museum and read the Fun Facts.  Complete 

the Notebooking Pages and then have a Lunch Break.  Complete the 

Activities and Crafts after lunch. 

At the end of this fieldtrip we hope that you feel like you’ve 

actually visited Independence Hall!   

 

Buckle up! 
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Background 

Independence Hall was built between 1732 and 1756 in Philadelphia, 

Pennsylvania.  It is considered to be a fine example of Georgian architecture.  It 

was constructed to be the State House of the Province of Pennsylvania (kind of 

like a state capitol building).   

Many important events happened in this building: 

 It was the meeting place for the Second Continental Congress.  

 In the Assembly Room of this building George Washington was appointed 

commander of the Continental Army in 1775.  

 The Declaration of Independence was adopted on July 4, 1776.  

 The design of the American flag was agreed upon in 1777. 

 The Articles of Confederation were adopted in 1781.  

 The U. S. Constitution was drafted in 1787.  

Second Continental Congress, George Washington appointed commander of the 

Army, & the Declaration of Independence is adopted: 

During this time in history, America was still owned by England.  England had not 

been treating America very well.  Though England owned America, citizens living 

in the colonies were not treated in the same way that citizens in England were 

being treated.  In fact, they were charging very high taxes on things such as glass, 

paint, paper, and tea sold in the American colonies.  The people of America finally 

had enough.  They decided that it was time to try and put a stop to this unfair 

treatment.   

A group of patriots (American colonists who wanted to fight for independence 

from England) decided that one representative from each colony should meet 

together in Philadelphia to decide what to do.  This meeting, which included a 

group of fifty men, was called, The First Continental Congress.  This meeting was 

held in Carpenter’s Hall.  During this first meeting, it was decided that the colonies 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Georgian_architecture
http://www.ushistory.org/carpentershall/
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would not buy goods made from England.  They were hoping this would make 

England understand that they would not stand for being treated unfairly.   

It didn’t work.  England continued to impose unfair laws and regulations on the 

colonies.  A Second Continental Congress was held in Philadelphia, but this time 

they met at the State House of the Province of Pennsylvania (today known as 

Independence Hall).   This meeting was held in May, 1775.  It lasted for over a 

year!  Many important decisions were made at this meeting.  Two of the most 

important ones were: 

1 - America must have an organized Continental Army 

2 - George Washington would command the American army 

The colonists began to fight England for their rights.  At first they were just 

fighting so that England would change its mind and treat them fairly.  Eventually, 

however, the colonists realized that they would need to fight for their 

independence.  Members of the Second Continental Congress now asked that a 

Declaration of Independence be written, stating the reasons why the colonists 

wanted their independence from England.   

Five men from the Second Continental Congress worked on the Declaration of 

Independence.  They were Thomas Jefferson, John Adams, Benjamin Franklin, 

Roger Sherman, and Robert Livingston.  Thomas Jefferson did the actual writing.   

On July 2, 1776, the Declaration of Independence was finished and voted on by 

the members of the Continental Congress.  The Declaration was signed by the 

President of the Second Continental Congress – John Hancock.   

On July 8, the Liberty Bell, also located in Philadelphia, was rung to call the people 

of the town together.  Once everyone was gathered together, the Declaration of 

Independence was read.  

The design of the American flag was agreed upon: 

The Second Continental Congress continued to meet regularly and make 

important decisions.  One decision was that America needed to have a flag of its 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Liberty_Bell
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own.  Congress decided that the flag would have thirteen stripes and thirteen 

starts.  The thirteen stripes and stars stood for the thirteen colonies.  It is believed 

that Betsy Ross stitched together the first flag.  On June 14, 1777, George 

Washington presented the new flag to Congress at Independence Hall.  Today, 

June 14 is known as Flag Day to celebrate this event in history.    

The Articles of Confederation were adopted: 

After gaining their independence from England, the colonists decided it was time 

to be unified.  They established a government.  The first plan of the government 

was called the Articles of Confederation.  Under this plan, the government could 

not be strong.  Many people were afraid of a strong government because it 

reminded them of the powerful government of England from which they had just 

gained their independence.   

As some time passed, it was apparent that this type of government wasn’t strong 

enough.  It could not tax the states.  Requests went out to the states for money, 

but very little came in.  The states could refuse to do anything that the 

government asked them to do.   

The U. S. Constitution was drafted: 

Another meeting was called and took place at Independence Hall.  (The 

Declaration of Independence had been signed here eleven years earlier.) This 

meeting was called the Constitutional Convention.  The meeting lasted the 

summer of 1787.  George Washington presided over this meeting.  During this 

meeting it was decided that a whole new government would be needed.  The 

Constitution of the United States was written.  It was a plan for the new 

government which our government still follows today. 

Today… 

The building, inside and out, has been restored whenever possible to its original 

late-18th century appearance. Most of the furnishing are period pieces. The 

"rising sun" chair used by George Washington as he presided over the 

Constitutional Convention is original. 



7 | P a g e  
 

The Rising Sun Chair, Inside Independence Hall 

 

 

Picture Source:  http://www.nps.gov/inde/independence-hall-1.htm 

http://www.nps.gov/inde/independence-hall-1.htm
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Off We Go – Virtual Tour 

Gather around the computer and visit the following sites which will take you up 

close and personal! 

 Independence Hall Virtual Tour by Historybuff.com  (panoramic view of the 
area around the building, the Assembly Room, Governor’s Council 
Chamber, and Long Gallery …has lots of history with dates) 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NNbJrETSJvg 
 

 Video showing Philadelphia’s Historic Neighborhood 
http://www.ushistory.org/tour/ 

 
 I360 Virtual Tour 

http://www.independencevisitorcenter.com/virtual-tours# 
 
 Tour of Independence Hall (someone’s personal video which makes you 

really feel like you are there taking the tour…the guide briefly mentions 
slavery and prohibition when discussing amendments to the Constitution…I 
just wanted you to be aware) 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1FCvt4_j2fk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NNbJrETSJvg
http://www.ushistory.org/tour/
http://www.independencevisitorcenter.com/virtual-tours
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1FCvt4_j2fk
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Fun Facts 

 Did you know the Liberty Bell first went on public exhibit in 1852.  At 
that time, the Bell was moved out of the Independence Hall tower 
storage room and down into the building’s first floor Assembly Room, 
the room where the Declaration of Independence and the United States 
Constitution were signed. 
 

 When the Declaration of Independence was signed by the President of 

the Second Continental Congress – John Hancock, he wrote his name in 

large, clear letters and said, “There, John Bull (meaning England) can 

read that without spectacles, and now may double his reward of five 

hundred pounds for my head.”    

 The rising sun chair at Independence Hall is original.  It was the very 
chair George Washington sat in.  Here’s what Benjamin Franklin wrote 
about the chair: 

"Whilst the last members were signing [the Constitution], Doctor 
Franklin, looking towards the Presidents chair, at the back of which a 
rising sun happened to be painted, observed to a few members near 
him, that painters had found it difficult to distinguish in their art, a 
rising, from a setting, sun. I have, said he, often and often, in the course 
of the session, and the vicissitudes of my hopes and fears as to its issue, 
looked at that behind the President, without being able to tell whether 
it was rising or setting; but now at length, I have the happiness to know, 
that it is a rising, and not a setting sun. "   

 

 

 

 

 



10 | P a g e  
 

    Notebooking Pages 

 Background Information - Print out the Background pages in this 

resource and add to your notebook. 

 Print the Fun Facts and add that page to your notebook. 

 What Did You Learn Sheet 

 Story Sheet 

 Postcards 

 Coloring Pages (from Activities Section) 

 Find out more about George Washington.  Write a report about 

his service as Commander of the Continental Army. 
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Activities 

Coloring Page 

http://www.usa-printables.com/Places/Cities-Buildings/03-buildings-

002.htm 

Activity Pages 

http://www.abcteach.com/directory/seasonalholidays/independence_day/ 

Fireworks Slide Show 

http://just4kidsmagazine.com/beacon4god/fireworks2008.html 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.usa-printables.com/Places/Cities-Buildings/03-buildings-002.htm
http://www.usa-printables.com/Places/Cities-Buildings/03-buildings-002.htm
http://www.abcteach.com/directory/seasonalholidays/independence_day/
http://just4kidsmagazine.com/beacon4god/fireworks2008.html
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Crafts: 

Flag Craft 

http://www.bigactivities.com/crafts/independence_day/independence_day_f

lag.php 

Family Fun Crafts (lots to choose from) 

http://familyfun.go.com/4th-of-july/4th-of-july-crafts/ 

Independence Day Crafts (very cute) 

http://www.abcand123learning.com/2011/06/independence-day-crafts.html 

 

 

Picture Source:  http://www.abcand123learning.com/2011/06/independence-day-crafts.html 

 

 

http://www.bigactivities.com/crafts/independence_day/independence_day_flag.php
http://www.bigactivities.com/crafts/independence_day/independence_day_flag.php
http://familyfun.go.com/4th-of-july/4th-of-july-crafts/
http://www.abcand123learning.com/2011/06/independence-day-crafts.html
http://www.abcand123learning.com/2011/06/independence-day-crafts.html
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Lunch Break: 

Plan to take a break for lunch during your virtual fieldtrip.  Here are some 

lunch time ideas that would make this fieldtrip extra special. 

Hot Dogs 

Watermelon 

Root Beer Baked Beans 

http://www.delish.com/recipefinder/root-beer-baked-beans-recipe-mr0611 

Raspberry Lemonade 

http://www.delish.com/recipefinder/raspberry-lemonade-mr0611 

 

Picture Source:  http://www.delish.com/entertaining-ideas/holidays/july-4th/fourth-july-classic-

recipes#slide-2 

 

http://www.delish.com/entertaining-ideas/holidays/july-4th/fourth-july-classic-recipes#slide-2
http://www.delish.com/entertaining-ideas/holidays/july-4th/fourth-july-classic-recipes#slide-2
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Sources: 

http://www.nps.gov/inde/independence-hall-1.htm 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Independence_Hall 

ABeka, The History of Our United States, 1990, pp. 164-173 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Internet Disclaimer:  Please be aware that website can change.  The sites included 

in this resource may or may not contain the content that they did when I posted 

them here.  As always, use care when getting on the internet. 

http://www.nps.gov/inde/independence-hall-1.htm
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Independence_Hall
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Virtual Fieldtrip 
Lapbook 

On the following pages you 
will find printables for 

creating a lapbook related 
to your Virtual Fieldtrip 



If you are new to Lapbooking… 
 

A Lapbook is simply an ordinary file folder, that  
has been turned into a great place to collect  

information learned. 
 
Follow these simple steps to create a Lapbook: 
1-Open the file folder flat 
2-Bring the two sides (with the tabs) toward the middle 
3-Press down the folds 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Background 

Fun Facts 

Museum Tour Photos 

Clip art or even 
photos from your 
“trip” (use your 
digital camera and 
print out some 
pictures of the kids 
eating their picnic 
lunch, making their 
craft, etc.) 

What did you learn 
sheet 

Background 

Museum 

Postcard 

Fun Fact Cards 

Color and glue the cover (next page) to the front, cutting at the  
opening in the front of the folder. 

Use the back of your lapbook to paste a report or for a  
completed page from the Activities section. 



Source: http://www.ushistory.org/tour/independence-hall.htm 
 

http://www.ushistory.org/tour/independence-hall.htm
http://www.ushistory.org/tour/independence-hall.htm
http://www.ushistory.org/tour/independence-hall.htm
http://www.ushistory.org/tour/independence-hall.htm


Clipart to decorate your lapbook 



Background Facts 



.   



Fold this flap under, then fold the  
sides back  and glue to create a pocket.  

Fun Facts 

Have your students use the cards on the next page to write the  
Fun Facts or use index cards. 





What did you learn? 
My favorite part about the virtual fieldtrip 
was: 

____________________________ 
 
____________________________ 
 
____________________________ 
 
____________________________ 
 
____________________________ 
 
____________________________ 
 
Name 3 things you learned: 

 
1.__________________________ 
 
2.__________________________ 
 
3.__________________________ 
 
Draw something you “saw.” 

 
 
 
 
 



Museum Tour Photos 

Photo sources: http://www.nps.gov/inde/independence-hall-1.htm 
  
 
 

The Rising Sun chair. 

Reenactment 

http://www.nps.gov/inde/independence-hall-1.htm
http://www.nps.gov/inde/independence-hall-1.htm
http://www.nps.gov/inde/independence-hall-1.htm
http://www.nps.gov/inde/independence-hall-1.htm
http://www.nps.gov/inde/independence-hall-1.htm
http://www.nps.gov/inde/independence-hall-1.htm

	Virtual Fieldtrip-Independence Hall
	Virtual Fieldtrip Independence Hall lapbook

